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Introduction

he Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program is the

cornerstone of the California assessment system. The STAR

Program is designed primarily to help measure how well students
are achieving the California academic standards in English-language arts,
mathematics, history-social science, and science. All students in grades two
through eleven must participate in the STAR Program testing each spring,
including students with disabilities and English learners.

The STAR Program for 2005 has four components:

B The California Standards Tests (CSTs) were developed for California
public schools to assess state-adopted academic standards.

B The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) was developed
for California public school students with significant cognitive disabilities
who are not able to take the CSTs and the CAT/6 Survey even with
accommodations or modifications.

B The California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey),
administered in grades three and seven only, are nationally norm-refer-
enced tests that measure the achievement of basic academic skills and
provide national comparisons.

B The Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2),
is a nationally norm-referenced achievement test of basic skills in Spanish
for Spanish-speaking English learners.
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ntroducton Purpose of Assistance Packet
for Parents and Guardians

The purpose of the STAR 2005 Program: Pretest Information for Parents
and Guardians — Assistance Packet for School Districts and Schools is to
assist school district and school administrators and staffs in their efforts to
inform parents and guardians about the STAR Program for 2005. The
communication materials included are designed to ensure that parents and
guardians understand which tests in the STAR Program are appropriate for
their children, the content tested, and the types of questions students are
asked. The materials also communicate to parents and guardians about the
use of STAR Program results for:

B Providing yearly information about their children’s progress

B Enhancing communication and collaboration between parents and
guardians and teachers to improve student learning

The resources in this packet are intended to support a variety of communi-
cation activities that may be used by school districts and schools to inform
parents and guardians. A new component in this packet is the “Standardized
Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: What's New in 2005” that summa-
rizes changes in the program for 2005 and beyond. Another helpful compo-
nent in this packet is the “STAR 2005 Program-at-a-Glance for Parents and
Guardians” on pages 28-30. Each chart summarizes the STAR Program on
one page by grade span (elementary, middle, or high school). The updated
packet also includes questions and answers about the STAR Program, a
series of newsletter inserts, sample principal letters, a sample brochure, and
suggestions to school districts and schools for using the materials provided.
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Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program

What'’s New in 2005

Reauthorization

Senate Bill 1448, approved by the Legislature and the Governor in August
2004, reauthorized the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
with some changes, including:

B The STAR Program is extended through January 1, 2011 in grades three
through eleven. STAR Program testing in grade two will be extended to
the 2006—07 school year (spring 2007 administration).

B The California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey),
will be reduced to grades three and seven, beginning with the 2004-05
school year (spring 2005 administration).

B Primary language tests in Spanish must be developed and/or adopted by
the California Department of Education (CDE) that are aligned to the state
academic standards for English-language arts and mathematics. This test
development is to begin with grade two for administration in spring 2007.

Released CST Questions

B Released California Standards Test (CST) questions from the 2004
administration were posted in December 2004 on the CDE Web site at
http.//www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.

B Released questions are to be used in conjunction with the Guidelines on
Academic Preparation for State Assessments. These guidelines are
posted on the CDE Web site at http.//www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa.
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Standardized Testing and
Reporting (STAR) Program:
What’s New in 2005

New Tests in Science

New tests in science, required by federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
legislation, will be field tested in grades eight and ten in the spring of 2005
as follows:

B The NCLB Grade Eight Science Test will assess the grade eight science
standards. The NCLB High School Life Science Test, administered in
grade ten, will assess selected middle school life science standards and
selected high school biology standards.

B |n addition to the NCLB High School Life Science Test, some grade ten
students will also take a CST in science if they will complete a standards-
based course during the 2004-05 school year.

B Students in grade eight, with significant cognitive disabilities, will take the
California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) field test of science
performance tasks in spring 2005. A student’s individualized education
program indicates whether the student takes the CST or the CAPA.
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Suggested Uses for Parent and
Guardian Information Materials

uggestions for using, combining, or adapting the information materi-
als provided in this packet are outlined on pages 6 and 7. In order
to facilitate the use of suggested documents, text-only versions of
these materials can be downloaded from the CDE Web site at
http.// www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. Most of the assistance
materials include spaces within parentheses to allow for local information.
Spanish versions of most of these materials will be posted on the Web site
as soon as they are completed.

In addition to the assistance materials included in this packet, more informa-
tion and resources about the STAR Program are available on the CDE Web
site at http.//www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr. If further information is needed, contact
the Standards and Assessment Division of the CDE at (916) 445-8765
(phone), at (916) 319-0969 (fax), or at STAR@cde.ca.gov (e-mail).
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What is the STAR
Program?

Who takes the STAR
Program tests?

Questions and Answers
About the 2005 STAR Program

The Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program is an important
part of the state testing system. Administered annually in the spring, the
STAR Program was authorized in 1997 by state law (Education Code Sec-
tion 60640) to measure how well students are acquiring the knowledge and
skills identified in the California academic standards.

The STAR Program includes four test components:

B The California Standards Tests (CSTs) were developed for California
public schools and are aligned to the state academic standards.

B The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) was developed
for California public school students who have significant cognitive dis-
abilities and cannot take the CSTs and CAT/6 Survey even with accom-
modations or modifications.

B The California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition (CAT/6 Survey), adminis-
tered in grades three and seven only, are nationally norm-referenced tests
that measure the achievement of basic academic knowledge academic
skills and provide national comparisons.

B The Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2),
is a nationally norm-referenced achievement test of basic skills in Spanish
for Spanish-speaking English learners.

All students in grades two through eleven take the STAR Program tests,
including students with disabilities and students who are English learners.
Spanish-speaking English learners, who have been enrolled in California
public schools less than 12 months, must take the SABE/2 in addition to the
tests administered in English (Education Code Section 60640). Only stu-
dents whose parents or guardians have submitted written requests to
exempt them from STAR Program testing do not take any tests (Education
Code Section 60615).
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Most students with disabilities take the STAR Program tests along with all
other students under standard conditions. Some students with disabilities
may require testing variations, accommodations, and/or modifications to be
able to take the tests. These are listed in the Matrix of Test Variations,
Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California State-
wide Assessments, which is available on the California Department of
Education (CDE) Web site at http.//www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/st/.

Test variations are allowed for any student who regularly uses them in the
classroom. Accommodations and modifications must be specified in each
student’s individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan. The
IEPs for students with significant cognitive disabilities, who are unable to
take the CSTs or CAT/6 Survey even with accommodations or modifications,
specify that they are to take the CAPA.

English learners may have access to translation glossaries or word lists
(English-to-primary language) that do not include definitions or formulas.
They also may have the test directions translated for them and ask clarifying
questions in their own language. Students who are English learners may be
tested separately if such a setting is part of the regular classroom instruction
or assessments. These variations are described on the last page of the
Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Adminis-
tration of California Statewide Assessments.

Student STAR Program results must be reported to parents or guardians
within 20 working days after the school district receives them. STAR Pro-
gram reports usually are mailed to the student’s home address. Group
results by grade level for each school, school district, county, and the state
are to be posted on the Internet no later than August 15, 2005.

9

Questions and Answers
About the 2005 STAR Program

What is done to assist
students with disabilities?

What is done to assist
students who are English
learners?

When do parents or
guardians get their child’s
results?
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Questions and Answers
About the 2005 STAR Program

Can results from the STAR
Program be used to
determine if a student
should be retained?

Can parents or guardians
excuse their child from the
STAR Program tests?

Can parents or guardians
request to see the STAR
Program tests?

Do STAR Program results
go on a student’s high
school transcript?

How can schools help
prepare students for the
STAR Program tests?

A school district may use the STAR Program results to help make decisions
about student placement, promotion, retention, or other considerations
related to student achievement. These test scores should never be used by
themselves to make such important decisions. School districts also should
consider local assessments, classroom tests, grades, and teacher recom-
mendations in making these decisions.

Yes. Education Code Section 60615 allows a parent or guardian to excuse
his or her child from the STAR Program tests. This request must be made in
writing and submitted prior to the first day of testing.

By law (Education Code Section 60616), the STAR Program tests are
secure tests and cannot be seen by anyone other than the parties specified
by law (school board members, legislators). This stipulation helps maintain
the integrity of the tests and ensures that the rights of all students are
protected. A portion of the test questions used in the CSTs is released each
year and posted on the Internet for public viewing. The released questions
illustrate the content and types of questions that are included in the CST
portion of the STAR Program. These released questions are available on the
CDE Web site at http.//www.cde.ca.qov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.

No. Student results for tests in the STAR Program do not go on the high
school transcript unless a parent or guardian signs a release or submits a
written request to do so (Education Code Section 60641).

The best preparation for the STAR Program tests is to provide classroom
instruction and assessments that are aligned with the California academic
standards. Parents and guardians are encouraged to talk with their
children’s teachers about what the school district, school, and teachers are
doing to ensure that the academic standards are being taught and as-
sessed.
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1

Questions and Answers About the
California Reading List (CRL)

The California Reading List (CRL) is a Web-based tool that gives students What is the California
and their parents or guardians access to collections of book titles organized | Reading List?

by levels of reading difficulty. A CRL number identifies a list of books that is
appropriate for a student’s independent reading level. Each list includes
books that cover a range of genres (e.g., fiction, nonfiction, plays, poetry),
subjects, and interests.

The CRL number is included on the STAR Student Report that is sent to Where can | find the CRL
parents and guardians annually with individual results of the California number for my child?
Standards Tests (CSTs) and California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition
Survey (CAT/6 Survey).* This number is derived from the student’s score on
the CST in English-Language Arts, which is a component of the STAR
Program. The CRL number is printed on the lower left side of the back page
of the STAR Student Report.

No. The CRL numbers, which range from 01 to 13+, correspond to each of Is the CRL number related
thirteen book lists on the Web site. The numbers indicate a progression in to grade level?

the level of difficulty of the reading selections, with CRL 01 indicating the
easiest to read books and CRL 13+ indicating the most difficult texts. Mul-
tiple book lists are available for each grade level.

The CRL can be accessed only on the Internet at http.//www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ | Where is the CRL on the
tg/sr/readinglist.asp. The specific list for a student and other information Web site?

about the books on this list (e.g., author, classification, summary) can be
viewed on or printed from this site.

When parents or guardians access the CRL, they first are prompted to How do | know which list is
identify their child’s grade. Next, the CRL number from the STAR Student | appropriate for my child?
Report is selected. With these two pieces of information, a list of books that
match a child’s grade and CRL number is generated. Words or phrases also
can be entered in the Keywords box to narrow the search.

* The CAT/6 Survey will be given in grades three and seven only.
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12
Questions and Answers About the
California Reading List

Once a list of books is generated, a parent or guardian can click on the book
icon to find more information about each book, including its availability, type
of book, and a brief summary of the content. Some books are designated as
NP. This means that at least half of the book is comprised of nonstandard
prose. Some examples are poems, plays, songs, and books with incorrect or
no punctuation.

All of this information is designed to help families decide which books on the
list are most appropriate for their children. In making this decision, parents
or guardians should take into consideration their child’s interests, indepen-
dent reading ability, motivation, and level of maturity.

How can the CRL help my | Reading and literacy skills are keys to lifelong learning. The more students
child? read, the better readers they become and the better they perform in school.
The CRL helps determine which books are appropriate for children to read
outside of school. Parents or guardians can help their children become
better readers by encouraging them to read as much as possible.

I cannot find my child’s Yes. Itis recommended that parents or guardians work with their child’s

STAR Student Report. Can | teacher(s) to help determine the list appropriate for each child.
| use the information on

the CRL site?
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13

Questions and Answers About the
Early Assessment Program (EAP)

Started in the spring of 2004, the Early Assessment Program (EAP) is a What is the Early
partnership between the California State University (CSU) system, the Assessment Program?
California Department of Education, and the State Board of Education. The
EAP assessments are administered with the Standardized Testing and
Reporting (STAR) Program and are designed to provide information about
the readiness of grade eleven students for college-level English and math-
ematics.

Participation in the EAP is voluntary and does not require any separate How can a student
registration procedure. Grade eleven students may participate in the EAP for | participate in the EAP?
English by completing the 15 additional multiple-choice questions found in
the Grade Eleven California Standards Test (CST) in English-Lanquage Arts
booklet and by writing an essay. Grade eleven students who are taking the
CSTs in Algebra Il or Summative High School Mathematics may participate
in the EAP for mathematics by completing 15 additional multiple-choice
questions in these CST booklets. Grade twelve students are not eligible to
participate in the EAP.

All grade eleven students who complete the Grade Eleven CST in English- | Should a student
Language Arts and the CSTs in Algebra Il or Summative High School Math- | Participate in the EAP?
ematics are encouraged to participate in the EAP if they are planning to
apply to a CSU campus. The information from this test can benefit students
in the following ways:

B The results provide an early indication of whether a student is ready for
college-level English and mathematics.

B The results tell students if they need to take additional coursework or
adjust their classes in grade twelve in order to be better prepared for
college.
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Questions and Answers About
the Early Assessment Program (EAP)

How are the results for the
EAP reported?

B The EAP results may exempt a student from the CSU placement tests.

B The EAP is not an indicator of CSU admissions or eligibility. Participating
in the EAP cannot negatively affect a student’'s CSU admission or eligibil-

ity.

(For more information about CSU admission requirements, visit the CSU
Web site at http.//www.calstate.edu/admission/admission.shtml or
http.//www.csumentor.edu/planning/high_school/subjects.asp.)

The EAP results are reported separately for English (English-language arts)
and mathematics:

The EAP results in English are based on the 15 EAP multiple-choice
questions, selected questions from the Grade Eleven CST in English-
Language Arts, and the EAP essay. These combined results are reported
in two ways:

Exempt: This indicates that the student scored high enough to be
considered exempt from taking the CSU English Placement Test (EPT).

Non-Exempt: The student did not score high enough to be exempt
from the EPT and needs additional instruction in grade twelve to
prepare for the EPT and college-level English.

The EAP results in mathematics are based on the 15 EAP multiple-choice
questions and selected questions from the CSTs in Algebra Il or
Summative High School Mathematics. These combined results are re-
ported in three ways:

Exempt: This indicates that the student scored high enough to be
considered exempt from taking the CSU Entry Level Mathematics
(ELM) placement test.

March 2005 = California Department of Education 2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians
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Conditionally Exempt: This indicates that by successfully completing
an approved mathematics experience in grade twelve the student will
be exempt from the ELM. If the student does not do any additional
coursework and is not exempt on the basis of the tests required for
college admissions (i.e., SAT, ACT, Advanced Placement), the student
will have to take and pass the ELM.

Non-Exempt: The student did not score high enough to be exempt or
conditionally exempt from the ELM. The student needs additional
instruction in grade twelve to prepare for the ELM and college-level
mathematics.

A description of approved experiences for grade twelve students who re-
ceive conditionally exempt status in mathematics is available at
http://www.csumathsuccess.org/senior_experience_options. Students must
enroll in and successfully complete (i.e., grade C or better, unless otherwise
specified) one of these experiences.

The EAP results are sent to school districts in a report that is separate from
the STAR Student Report. School districts are expected to receive results in
August. Results will then be distributed to parents.

Grade eleven students who voluntarily complete the EAP questions may
indicate on their answer documents that they want their test results to be
released directly to the CSU system.

15
Questions and Answers About
the Early Assessment Program (EAP)

What are approved
experiences for grade
twelve students who
receive conditionally
exempt status on the EAP
in mathematics?

How does my child get his
or her EAP results?

How does the CSU system
get my child’s EAP
results?
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What Is the STAR Program?
When Does It Happen?

S tudents at our school will participate again
this spring in the California Standardized
Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. The
STAR Program, an important part of the Califor-
nia assessment system for students in grades
two through eleven, was initially authorized by
state law (Senate Bill 376) in 1997. In 2004, the
STAR Program was reauthorized until 2011.

The purpose of the STAR Program is to measure
how well students are learning the knowledge

and skills identified in the California academic
standards. The academic standards describe
what students at each grade level should know
and be able to do in English-language arts,
mathematics, history-social science, and science.

Students in grades two through eleven participate
in the STAR Program in the spring of each year.
The STAR Program includes four test compo-
nents that students at our school will take on the
dates listed in the table below.

2005 STAR Program Tests

Administration Date(s)

Make-Up Date(s)

California Standards Tests (CSTs)

Grade (insert grade) California
Writing Standards Test

California Alternate Performance
Assessment (CAPA)

California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition
Survey (CAT/6 Survey) — Grade (insert grade)

Spanish Assessment of Basic Education,
Second Edition (SABE/2)

Page 1 of 2
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STANDARDIZED TESTING AND REPORTING (STAR) PROGRAM

What Is the STAR Program? When Does It Happen?

Most students in grades two through eleven will
take the California Standards Tests (CSTSs).
Students in grades three and seven also will take
the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition
Survey (CAT/6 Survey), which will be part of the
same test booklet as the CSTs.

Students with significant cognitive disabilities,
who are unable to take the CSTs and the CAT/6
Survey, will participate in the STAR Program by
taking the California Alternate Performance
Assessment (CAPA). The CSTs, CAT/6 Survey,

and CAPA are given in English. Spanish-speaking
students enrolled in California public schools less
than 12 months also will take the Spanish Assess-
ment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2),
which is administered in Spanish.

If you have any questions about the California

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct
them to your child’s teacher or school office.

Page 2 of 2
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Why More Than One Test?

The California Standardized Testing and
Reporting (STAR) Program includes four
test components that provide different informa-
tion for different purposes. These tests are the
California Standards Tests (CSTs); the California
Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA); the
California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition
Survey (CAT/6 Survey); and the Spanish Assess-
ment of Basic Skills, Second Edition (SABE/2).

CSTs—Aligned to
State Standards

Most students will take the CSTs, one set of tests
that form the cornerstone of the STAR Program.
Given in English, they are designed to show how
well students are doing with respect to the
California academic standards. These academic
standards, approved by the State Board of
Education, describe what students should know
and be able to do at each grade level. Students
in grades two through eleven are tested in
English-language arts and mathematics. In
addition, students in grades five, nine, ten, and
eleven take a science test, and students in

grades eight, ten, and eleven are tested in
history-social science.

Science questions, designed to meet federal No
Child Left Behind (NCLB) requirements, are being
field tested this year in grades eight and ten.

CAPA—Assessing Students
with Significant Disabilities

The CAPA is taken by students with significant
cognitive disabilities who are unable to take the
CSTs and CAT/6 Survey even with accommoda-
tions or modifications. This test assesses how
well students have achieved a subset of Califor-
nia academic standards in English-language arts,
mathematics, and science.

CAT/6 Survey—
Compared to Nation

Students in grades three and seven will also take
the CAT/6 Survey tests that assess the achieve-

ment of basic academic skills in key subjects that
are commonly taught in public schools throughout

Page 1 of 2
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Why More Than One Test?

the United States. The CAT/6 Survey tests allow
us to compare the performance of California
students to the performance of students through-
out the nation. In grades three and seven, CAT/6
Survey tests are administered within the same
test booklet as the CSTs.

SABE/2—Assessing
English Learners

The SABE/2, given in Spanish, tests knowledge
and skills in key subject areas. The SABE/2
allows the achievement of Spanish-speaking
English learners to be compared with the
achievement of a national sample of Spanish-
speaking students.

Monitoring Academic
Achievement

The STAR Program ensures that information
about the academic achievement of all students
is collected on a regular basis. This information is
critical in evaluating the quality of the education
provided for California students. In order to
ensure that schools have the most complete
information possible, all students need to be
tested. By having multiple tests, all students are
given the opportunity to participate in the STAR
Program.

Different Purposes

The test components that make up the STAR Pro-
gram provide results that can be used for different
purposes. Test results:

B Provide parents and guardians with information
about their children’s progress.

B Are a tool for helping parents, guardians, and
teachers work together to improve student learn-

ing.

B Help school districts and schools identify strengths
and areas that need improvement in their educa-
tional programs.

B Allow the public and policymakers to hold public
schools accountable for student learning.

STAR Program test results, along with other avail-
able information, help school staffs form a more
complete picture of their students’ academic
achievement.

If you have any questions about the California

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct
them to your child’s teacher or school office.

Page 2 of 2
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What Types of Questions Are on the Tests?

The Standardized Testing and Reporting
(STAR) Program tests contain multiple-
choice questions, writing tasks, or performance
tasks.* The table below outlines the types of test
questions found on each STAR Program test.

Students mark their answer choices in the test
booklet for grades two and three and on an an-
swer document for grades four through eleven. All
multiple-choice questions are machine scored.

tion, Second Edition (SABE/2)

Writing tasks (grades four and seven)

Writing Tasks
2 TARP T T f i
005S rogram Tests ype of Questions For the CST in English-
California Standards Tests (CSTs) Multiple choice Language Arts, students in

grades four and seven

California Alternate Performance Performance tasks answer multiple-choice
Assessment (CAPA) questions and write a
California Achievement Tests, Sixth Multiple choice composition or essay in
Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) response to a writing task
rompt). Students in grade
Spanish Assessment of Basic Educa- Multiple choice (prompt). Stu ngr

four may be asked to write a
narrative (story), a response

Multiple-Choice Questions

Most of the questions in the tests that make up
the STAR Program are presented in a multiple-
choice format. This means students are pre-
sented with a question and asked to select the
correct answer from four or five possible choices.

* Performance tasks are included only in the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA).

to literature, or a summary
of an article. Students in grade seven may be
asked to write a fictional or autobiographical
narrative, a response to literature, a persuasive
essay, or a summary of an article. Each student
essay is scored by trained readers. (The criteria
used to score the student essays are in the
California Standards Test Teacher Guide for the

Page 1 of 2
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What Types of Questions Are on the Tests?

2003 California Writing Standards Tests at
Grades Four and Seven available at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/documents/
writingquide04.pdf.) The essay scores are
combined with the scores from the multiple-
choice questions to produce the student’s overall
CST in English-Language Arts score.

All multiple-choice questions and writing tasks for
the CSTs are aligned to the California academic
standards and have been tried out on students
throughout the state. The CST blueprints identify
the specific academic standards tested. These
blueprints are available at http.//www.cde.ca.gov/
ta/tg/sr/blueprints.asp.

CAPA Performance Tasks

Students taking the CAPA respond to perfor-
mance tasks based on a subset of the California
academic standards in English-language arts,
mathematics, and science. The CAPA is individu-
ally administered. An examiner directs the student
to respond to a question or to perform a task. The
examiner then observes and records the
student’s response.

Security for Fairness

Parents and guardians cannot see the tests in the
STAR Program because of security reasons. Test
questions are seen only by students when they take
the tests. These security measures ensure that the
tests are fair for all students and that test questions
can be used for more than one year.

If you have any questions about the California

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct
them to your child’s teacher or school office.

Page 2 of 2
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How Do We Help Students
Who Need Special Assistance?

AII students participate in the STAR Program,
including students with disabilities and
English learners. Most students with disabilities
and English learners take the California Stan-
dards Tests (CSTs) under standard conditions. If
these students are in grade three or seven, they
also take the California Achievement Tests, Sixth
Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) under standard
conditions.

Some students with disabilities and English
learners, however, may need assistance when
taking the tests. This assistance takes the form
of test variations, accommodations, or modifica-
tions. All students may have test administration
directions simplified or clarified. And all eligible
students may have test variations if they are
regularly used in the classroom. Accommoda-
tions change the way that the test is given but do
not change what is tested. Modifications funda-
mentally change what is being tested. The
purpose of test variations, accommodations, and
modifications is to enable the students to take
the tests, not to give them an advantage over
other students or to improve their scores.

Students With Disabilities

Students with disabilities who need special assis-
tance may take the STAR tests with test variations.
They also must be allowed to use the accommoda-
tions and modifications that are specified in each
student’s individualized education program (IEP)
or Section 504 Plan. These accommodations and/
or modifications must match the one(s) used for
classroom work throughout the year.

Following are descriptions of the types of test
variations, accommodations, and modifications
available in the STAR Program for students with
disabilities. A student’s IEP team may specify that
a student with significant cognitive disabilities is
not able to take the CSTs and the CAT/6 Survey
tests with accommodations or modifications and,
therefore, should take the California Alternate
Performance Assessment (CAPA).

Test variations, accommodations, and modifica-
tions for the statewide assessments, including the
STAR Program, have been organized into the
following categories:

Page 1 of 2
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How Do We Help Students Who Need Special Assistance?

Category 1: Test Variations

Eligible students may have test variations if
regularly used in the classroom. For example,
students may be tested in a smaller group or
separately, have special lighting or adaptive
furniture, or use magnifying equipment.

Category 2: Accommodations

Eligible students shall be permitted to take the test
with accommodations if specified in the student’s
IEP or Section 504 Plan for use on the CSTs,
standardized tests, or for use during classroom
instruction and assessment. Examples of accom-
modations are large-print or Braille versions of the
tests or providing more than one day for a test
designed for a single sitting.

Category 3: Modifications

Eligible students shall be permitted to take the
tests with modifications if specified in the student’s
IEP or Section 504 Plan for use on the CSTs,
standardized tests, or for use during classroom
instruction and assessment. Examples of modifi-
cations include an examiner reading the reading
test to the student or a student using a calculator
to perform computations on the mathematics test.

English Learners

Students who are English learners may have certain
test variations if these variations are regularly used
in the classroom (i.e., a translation glossary or word
list). English learners with an IEP or Section 504
Plan may use accommodations or modifications that
are written into that plan.

Additional Information

The Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and
Modlifications for Administration of California State-
wide Assessments provides a complete list of the
variations, accommodations, and modifications that
are allowed under the STAR Program. This matrix is
posted on the CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.
gov/ta/tg/sal.

If you have any questions about the California

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct
them to your child’s teacher or school office.
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What Kinds of Score Reports Will
Parents and Guardians Receive?

AII parents and guardians of students who
participate in the STAR Program will receive
at least one score report that shows how well
their students are meeting the academic stan-
dards for each subject tested. The school district
sends the STAR Program results (usually by
mail) to each student’s home within 20 working
days after the school district receives the reports.
This mailing date may be different for each
school district; however, parents and guardians
should receive their students’ results no later
than October 7.

Separate Reports Provided

Parents and guardians receive the California
Standards Tests (CSTs) results in a STAR
Student Report. For students in grades three and
seven, test results for the California Achievement
Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) are
included on the same report. The California
Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)
results are sent in a separate STAR Student
Report (CAPA version).

Parents and guardians of students who take the
Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second
Edition (SABE/2) also receive the SABE/2 Home
Report. Spanish-language versions of the differ-
ent reports are available to assist school districts
in communicating the results to parents and
guardians.

STAR Student Report

The individual STAR Student Report provides
overall scale scores, performance levels, and
reporting cluster results for each CST. Overall
scores are reported on a scale ranging from 150
to 600. Results for the CSTs also are reported by
performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic,
below basic, or far below basic. Each perfor-
mance level indicates how well a student is
achieving the state academic standards tested.
The state target is for all students to attain the
proficient or advanced level on the CSTs.

In addition, CST results are reported in clusters
that describe how a student performs on a set of
state academic standards. Reporting cluster

Page 1 of 2
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What Kinds of Score Reports Will
Parents and Guardians Receive?

results compare an individual student’s perfor-
mance to that of students throughout California
who scored at the proficient level. These scores
are reported as lower, about the same, or higher
than the comparison group.

A California Reading List Number is printed on the
lower left side of the second page. This number
ranges from 01 to 13+ and links the student score
on the CST in English-Language Arts with a list of
books at the appropriate difficulty level for the
student. The list is available on the California
Department of Education (CDE) Web site at
http://star.cde.ca.gov.

For students in grades three and seven, the
CAT/6 Survey scores for each subject area tested
are reported as percentile ranks. The 50th percen-
tile rank is the national average, and a score
between the 40th and 60th percentiles is consid-
ered an average score. If a student scores at the
55th percentile, for example, this means the
student scored as well as, or better than, 55
percent of the students in a national sample who
took the same test in the same grade.

Reports for students with disabilities and English
learners who use accommodations or modifica-
tions when taking the CSTs or CAT/6 Survey tests
will include a notation about the test administra-
tion that indicates:

B Student used accommodations, or
B Student was tested with modifications

STAR Student Report (CAPA)

The individual STAR Student Report (CAPA version)
provides overall scale scores and performance level
results for English-language arts and mathematics.
Overall results for the CAPA are reported on a scale
ranging from 15 to 60. Results also are reported by
performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic,
below basic, or far below basic. Descriptions of the
CAPA performance levels are provided on the
student report. These descriptions correspond to the
test level or grade span of the CAPA assessment
administered to the student.

SABE/2 Home Report

The SABE/2 Home Report, like the CAT/6 Survey,
displays student scores as percentile ranks for each
subject area tested. This test compares the scores of
Spanish-speaking students to the scores of a na-
tional sample of Spanish-speaking students at the
same grade level who took the tests.

If you have any questions about the California

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct
them to your child’s teacher or school office.
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The tests that make up the STAR Program
provide results that are used for different
purposes. Four major purposes include commu-
nicating with parents and guardians, informing
decisions needed to support student achieve-
ment, evaluating school programs, and providing
data for state and federal accountability pro-
grams for schools.

Parent and Guardian
Communications

First, STAR Program results provide parents and
guardians with information about their children’s
progress. The results are a tool for increasing
communication and collaboration between
parents, guardians, and teachers. Along with
teacher report cards and information from school
and classroom tests, the STAR Student Report
can be used by parents and guardians to talk
with teachers about ways to improve their
children’s achievement of the California aca-
demic standards. Any discrepancies between
report cards and the scores reported on the
STAR Student Report also should be discussed.

How Are STAR Program Results Used?

Student Support

Second, schools may use the STAR Program
results to make decisions about how best to
support student achievement. STAR Program
results, however, should never be used as the
only source of information to make important
decisions about a student’s education. STAR
Program results can be used, along with other
school and school district reports and teacher-
generated information, to (1) make decisions
about student promotion or retention and (2)
identify students who may be eligible for special
programs (i.e., Gifted and Talented Education
Program [GATE], Title I, or intervention and
remediation programs).

Program Evaluation

Third, STAR Program results help school districts
and schools identify strengths and weaknesses in
their instructional programs. Each year, school
district and school staffs thoroughly examine
STAR Program test results for groups and indi-
vidual students for each grade level and subject
tested. Their findings are used to help determine:
Page 1 of 2
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B The extent to which students are learning the
academic standards

B Instructional areas that can be improved for
better student achievement

B Teaching strategies that can be developed to
address needs of students

B Decisions about how to use funds to ensure
that students achieve the standards

Accountability

Fourth, the results are used for state and federal
accountability programs that monitor each
school’s progress toward achieving established
goals.

STAR Program results are used to calculate each
school’s Academic Performance Index (API). The
APl is a major component of California’s Public
School Accountability Act (PSAA) and is used to
rank the academic performance of schools,
compare schools with similar characteristics (e.g.,
size and ethnic makeup), identify low-performing
and high-priority schools, and set yearly targets
for academic growth.

STAR Program results also are used to comply
with federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legisla-
tion that requires all schools to meet specific

academic goals. The progress of each school toward
achieving these goals is provided annually in an
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) report. Each year,
California schools must meet AYP goals by showing
that a specified percentage of students, districtwide
and at each school, are performing at or above the
proficient level on the California Standards Tests
(CSTs) in English-Language Arts and Mathematics
and the California Alternate Performance Assess-
ment (CAPA). At the high school level, the California
High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) results for
grade ten students are used in place of the CSTs to
make this determination.

Clearly, the information provided on different STAR
reports is very important for school districts and
school administrators, teachers, and parents and
guardians. By having more than one test, the STAR
Program is able to provide the kind of results that are
needed for these different purposes.

If you have any questions about the California

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct
them to your child’s teacher or school office.

Page 2 of 2

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians

California Department of Education = March 2005



PROGRAM

(STAR)

REPORTING

A ND

TESTING

STANDARDIZED

"pasueApe Jo juaioloid Je 8109s 0} S| sjuapnjs ||e 1o} }able) s eluloyije) "oiseq Mojaq Jej pue ‘oiseq mMojaq ‘oiseq ‘Juaiolyoid ‘paoueApe ale papodal S|aA3] BOUBWIOMA
weJboud uoneanpa pazijenpiaipy|

G002 '/ 199010
UBY) Ja}e| OU ‘Wiay) SeAI80al JoLIsIp
|00yos Jae sAep BuiyIom Oz UM

G00¢ 'L 1890190
UBY} Joje| OU ‘WY SBAIB8I JOLISIP
|00yos Jaye sAep BUINIOM OZ UL

G002 ‘/ 199010
UBY} Jje| OU {Way} SBAI808] JOLSIP
|00y0s Ja)je sAep BuIIOm Oz UL

G002 '/ 199010
UBY) Ja}e| OU ‘Wiay) SeAI80al JoLIsIp
|00yos Jayye sAep BuINIOM Oz UILpIM

suelpJens pue sjuaied
Kq paniaoay sjinsay

abelane
aAoqe Jo ‘abelane ‘abelane
MO|B( :S|9AS] JUBWIBABIYO. 83IY| m

syuel ajusdiad dnoib sousisey m

Syues a|pusolad [BUOEN m

«SIOA8] BoueWLOLSd YY) m
(09 0} G}) $8100S BJe9S W

JaquinN 3si Buipesy eiuiojiied m
Jaybiy Jo ‘swes ay} Jnoge
‘JOMO| :}$3} [B}0} BU) UO [9A9)
Jusiolold 8y} Je $8100S Juapn}s
0} suosliedwo? Jajsnpo buniodey m
+S|9A9] dauewIopad 1§D

(009 03 0G}) 81008 8|05 W

suejpjens
pue sjuaied o0} Joday
uo s)nsay jo sadA]

(uoisian yqv9) suelpieno
}odey awoH z/3gvS Hodey Juspnig HY1S Hodey Juspnig Uy 1S Hodoy JuspniS YYLS |  pue sjuaied o} poday
ysiueds ui s|is pue SpJepuejs

abpajmouy olwspeoe oiseqg

s|liys pue abpapmouy lWspeIe Jisey

ILIBPBIE. BJUIOJ[R) JO 18SgNg

SPIEPUE]S DIWBPEOE BIUIOJED

$N204 Jusdjuo?

ysiuedg ysibug ysibug ysiibug 3s9] jo abenbueq
(4noy apeub) ysey Bunupy
801042 a|diyn| 801040 a|diyn|y SYSE) 8oUBWIONSd 801042 a|diyny| (s)odA} uonsanp
(991y1 9 om} sapelb) sishjeue piopp
SOENEME sonewsyep (a1} apeb) 80usIdg
Buyjedg Buyjedg (e} apelb) 188} ploly ‘eouslog (4noy epeub) uonisodwiod uslpn
abenbue abenbue salewayep sojjewayiey
Buipesy Buipesy spe abenbuel-ysi|bug sue abenbue|-ysi|bug pajsa] syoalgng
uondwax3
1senbal uelpient Jo [eyusted Ag 1senbai uelpsenb Jo [eyualed Ag 1senbal uelpient Jo [eyusied Ag 1senbal uelpient Jo [eyusted Ag }s9] jJuspnig
Jueid 43|
aIow Jo syuow 8y} ur paioads aq jsnw uonedioed
21 Jo} pajjoius asoyy Joj uondo ‘SUOIJEOLIPOW JO SUOI)EPOWWOJoR
1OLISIP [00YDS ISYJUOW Z | LB} SS3) Uum usne Asaing 9/1v0 8 1S
$|00yas 21jgnd BIuIo}eD Ul paj|oIud 8U) 9.} 0] 8|geun aie oym SaNjigesip O}
slaules| ysiibug Buijeads-ysiueds a8y} apelb ul syuspnss |1y aAUB0d JuedUBIS YyM S)uspnis ybno.y) om) sapelb ui sjuspnis ||y Sjuapn)s paysaL
(¢/38vS) uonip3 puoosg ‘uoyeonpg (Aoning 9/1y9) Aoning uolip3 (vdv0) juswssossy
9Iseq Jo JusLWSsassy ysiueds YIXIS ‘SJS8 juslsAalydYy eluioleD 8oUBLLIOLSd BJeuIB)lY BluiojeD (s18D) s1s9. Spsepue)s eluiojie) awe }s9]
¢/389vs Aaning 9/1v9 VdvO S1S0

aAl4 yBnody) om] sapels :jooyos Aiejuswall
suelp.Jens) pue sjua.led 4o} aoue|9-e-je-welbold :5002 ¥YVLS

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians

California Department of Education

March 2005



PROGRAM

(STAR)

REPORTING

A ND

TESTING

STANDARDIZED

29

"pasueApe Jo Juaioloid Je 9109s 0} S| SJUAPN)S ||e 10} JoBIe) s elulojie) *OISBq MOJa] Jej pue ‘oiseq Mojaq ‘aiseq Jualoloid ‘pasueApe ale pajiodal S|9AS| SOUBWLIONA]
weiBoid uoiyeanpa pazijenpiaipyl ,

600z '/ 139010
UBY} Ja}e| OU ‘Wiay) SeAI80al JoLIsIp
|00yos Jaye sAep Buiyom Oz UM

G00Z ‘/ 199010
UBY) Jaje| OU ‘WaY} SBAIB08 JOLSIP
|00yos Jaye sAep BuINIOm OZ UL

G002 ‘/ 19900
UBU} Jaje| OU {WaY} SBAIB08I JOLSIP
|00yos Jaye sAep BUINIOM OZ UL

G00Z ‘/ 18900
Uey) Jaje| OU ‘Way) SaAIg0al aLIsIp
|00y0s Ja)ye sAep BuIom Oz U

suejpJens pue sjuaied
£q pan1aoay synsay

abelane
anoge Jo ‘abelane ‘abelane
MO|8q :S[OAS] JUSWISABIYOE 981Y] m

syuel ajnusotad dnoib sousleey m

Syuel a|jusosad [eUOREN m

«+S[oA8] douewIopad Vqy) m
(09 0} G}) $2109S 8[2OS m

JaquinN 3511 Buipesy eluiojie) m

Jaybiy Jo ‘swes ay} Jnoge

‘JoMO| 1S3} [B}0} B} UO [9A9)

juaiooid ay} Je $8109S Juspnys
0} suosiedwod Jsjsnpo Buiodey m

«S|9A9] dduewlopad 1 S)
(009 03 0G) $81008 8€0S M

suelpiens
pue sjuaied o} Joday
uo sjnsay jo sadA]

(uoistan Ydyo) suejpJeng
}oday awoH z/3gvS Hodey Juapnig HY1S Hodey Juapnig HY1S Hodey Juspnjg WyY1S |  pue sjuaied o) Hoday
ysiuedg ui sjjiys pue spJepue)s

abpajmous| ollspeoe aiseq

s|II¥s pue abpajmouy olwepeoe oiseq

2lWapeOe BjuIoy[e) JO 19Sqng

spJepue)s olWapeoe eluIojien

SN204 JUsjU0H

ysiuedg ysiibug ysiibug ysibus 3s9] jo abenbue
(uanes apeib) yse} Bunpy
891049 a|di Ny 891040 a|diyiny SHSB) BOUBWIONAd 891040 a|dniny (s)adA] uonsanp
(ubre apelb) 18} pjoy ‘20usIos GTON
SOENEMEN soljewsayiey (1yBie apeib) sous|os [e100s-AI0}SIH
Buyjedg Buyjedg (3yBie apelb) }s8} pjal ‘eousiog (uanss apeib) uomsodwod usiAL
abenbue abenbue sonewsaylep sonewayiep|
Buipeay Buipeay sue abenbuel-ysijbug sue abenbuel-ysibug pajsa] syoalqng
uopdwaxgy
1sanbai ueiptenb Jo |ejuaied Ag 1sanbai ueip.tenb Jo |eyuaied Ag 1sanbal ueip.ienb Jo [eyuaied Ag 1senbau ueipienb o |eyuaied Ag }s9] Juapnig
Jueid 43|
alow Jo syjuow ay) ul payoads aq jsnw uoiedioied
Z) Jo} pajjoiua asoyy Joy uopdo ‘SUOIjealIPOW JO SUOIEPOWWOI.
10UISIP [00UDS ‘SYJUOW Z | LBy} SS9 Unm usae Aoning 971y 8 LSO oW
s]00y9s 21jgnd ejuloye) Ui pa|joiud 9){B} 0} 9|qeun aie oym SapjIqesip bie
sJaules) ysiibu3 bupeads-ysiueds uanas apeJb ul sJuspnis Iy aAnIubod Jueayy ybnouyy xis sepelb u syuapnss ||y sjuapnjg paysa]
(¢/3gvs) uonipg puosgs ‘uoyeonpg (Aoming 9/1v0) Aaning uolip3 (Vdv0) juswssassy
aiseq JO JualSSassy ysiueds YIXIS ‘S}S8 JUsLIBA_IYOY eluIojeD doueLLIOLS Bjeuld)lY BluIojleD (S18D) S1sa1 spiepuejs eiuiofie) awe s3]
2/3gvs Asring 9/1v9 vdvo s1S9

Ju613 yBnoay XIS SAPEID :|00YDS B|PPIN
suelpJens) pue sjualed Joj aoue|9-e-je-wellold :500zZ ¥YLS

March 2005

California Department of Education

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians



PROGRAM

(STAR)

REPORTING

A ND

TESTING

STANDARDIZED

30

"pasueApe Jo Juaioyoid Je 3109s 0} S| Sjuapnjs ||e Joj Jabie) s eluioyijen -oISeq Mojaq Jej pue ‘oiseq Mojaq ‘aiseq ‘Juatoyold ‘pasueApe ale pajiodal S[aAd| SOUBWLIOND
welboud uoneanpa pazijenpiaipu|

G002 ' 199010
UBU) Jae| OU ‘Wiay) SeAIa0al JoLIsIp
|00yos Jalye sAep BuiyIOM Oz UILIM

G002 ‘2 48900
UBY) Jaje| OU ‘WaY} SBAIB08 JOLSIP
|00yos Jaye sAep BUINIOM OZ UILMIA

G00Z ‘2 48900
UBY} Jaje| OU {WaY} SBAIB08) JOLSIP
|00y0s Jaye sAep BuIIom OZ UILIAA

suejpJens pue sjuaied
£q paniaoay synsay

abelane
anoqe Jo ‘obelane ‘abelane
MOJS( S|oA8| JUSWIBABIYOE 881U | m

syueJ a|pusdiad dnolb sousieley m

«SI9A8| souewlopad V) m
(09 0} G|) $109S 3]EOS m

Jaquuny si Buipesy elulojied m
Jaypbiy Jo ‘auwies ay) Jnoge
‘JOMO] :1$8) [B}0} B} UO [9A9)
jusioyo.d 8y} Je $8109S Juspnis
0} suosliedwo Jejsnjo buiodey m
«S|9A8| douewlopad 1 S)

(009 01 0G1) se1008 BEOS M

suelpiens
pue sjuaied 0} Joday
uo synsay jo sadA}

abpajmouy| dllapeoe diseq

2lWapeoe ejuloy[e) Jo 19sqng

spJepue)s olWapeo. eIuIojie)

(uoisian YdyD) suelpJeng
}odey awoH z/3gvS Hodey Juspig HY1S Hoday Juspnig HYLS |  pue sjuaied o} Hoday
ysiuedg ui sjjiys pue spJepuels

$N204 JUdjuo)

ysiuedg ysibu3 ysiibug 3s9] jo abenbue
8010y0 a[din|y S)SE} 8ouBWIONad 801040 adnny ad£| uonsanp
(uensje pue
us} sapelb) aousios [B100S-AI0)SIH
sojewayje (us) apelf) 188} pjey ‘82usIdS G0N
Buyjedg (us} apeub) 158} pjal} ‘BoUBIS 90UBIDS
abenbue soljewayiep sojjewayiepy
Buipeay sue abenbuel-ysijbug sue abenbuel-ysibug pajsa] syoalgng
uondwaxgy
1sanbai ueipienb Jo |ejusied Ag jsanbau ueipienb Jo [eyusied Ag }sanbau ueipsenb Jo |ejualed Ag }s9] judapnis
Jueid 43|
alow Jo | ayj ul payoads aq jsnw uoedionied
SYjuow g}, Joj paj|olus asoy} Joj uondo ‘SUOIEOLIPOW JO SUOIEPOWWOIOR
JOLISIP [00UOS ISLJUOW 7], UBY) SSB| | - Uiim Uan ABAINS 9/1 YD B S1SD U}
sj00y2s 21jgnd ejuloye) Ui pajjoiud 9){E} 0} 8|qeun ale oym SapjIqesip TEVETE]
slaules| ysi|bu3 Bupjesds-ysiueds aAubod JuedubIS Yim Sjuspnig ybnouy} aulu sapelb ui syuspnss ||y Ssjuapn}g paysa L
(¢/39vS) uoyip3 puodsg ‘uoeanpy (YdvD) juowssassy
9ISeq JO JusWSSassy ysiueds douelLIOLSd djeuId)Y EILIOjIED (S18D) Sis91 SpJepuejs eiuiofe) awe 1s9]
¢/39vs vdvo S1S9

UaAa|3 YybnoayL suIN sapeds) :[ooyos ybiH

suelpJiens pue sjualded 404 mo:w_@-m-“_m-_.:m._mo._n_ .G00¢ ¥V1S

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians

California Department of Education

March 2005



STANDARDIZED TEsTING AND REPORTING (STAR)

PROGRAM

Sample Principal’s Letter Before
STAR Program Testing Begins

(Insert Date)
Dear Parents and Guardians:

This spring, your child, along with public school students throughout Califor-
nia, will participate in California’s Standardized Testing and Reporting
(STAR) Program that includes four test components. Students at our school
will take the tests on the following dates:

31

2005 STAR Program Tests Administration Date(s)

Make-Up Date(s)

California Standards Tests (CSTs)

Grade (insert grade) California
Writing Standards Test

California Alternate Performance
Assessment (CAPA)

California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition
Survey (CAT/6 Survey) — Grade (insert grade)

Spanish Assessment of Basic Education,
Second Edition (SABE/2)

Most of our students will take the California Standards Tests (CSTs). Stu-
dents in grades three and seven also will take California Achievement Tests,
Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), which will be included in the same test
booklet as the CSTs. Students with significant cognitive disabilities, who are
unable to take the CSTs and the CAT/6 Survey, will take the California
Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). The CSTs, CAT/6 Survey, and
CAPA are given in English. Spanish-speaking students enrolled in California
public schools less than 12 months also will take the Spanish Assessment of
Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2), that is given in Spanish.

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians California Department of Education = March 2005



STANDARDIZED TESTING AND REPORTING (STAR) PROGRAWM
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Sample Principal’s Letter Before Test results for both the CSTs and the CAT/6 Survey will be sent to each
STAR Program Testing Begins . . .

student’s home address in one STAR Student Report by (insert approxi-
mate date). The CAPA and SABE/2 results will be sent in separate reports.
Individual results are confidential and will be shared only with parents or
guardians and students and their teachers.

STAR Program reports provide valuable information about your child’s
academic achievement. Please plan to keep these reports for use when
talking with the teacher(s) about ways to support your child’s academic
progress.

Contact (insert local contact information) during regular school hours if
you have questions about the STAR Program or the testing schedule.

March 2005 = California Department of Education 2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians



STANDARDIZED TEsTING AND REPORTING (STAR)

PROGRAM

Sample Principal’s Letter
Before CAPA Testing Begins

(Insert Date)
Dear Parents and Guardians:

This spring, your child, along with public school students throughout Califor-
nia, will participate in California’s Standardized Testing and Reporting
(STAR) Program. Federal law requires all students to participate in this
state-mandated testing program.

Your child’s individualized education program (IEP) specifies that your child
will participate in the STAR Program by taking the California Alternate
Performance Assessment (CAPA), which will be administered on (insert
dates). The CAPA is a test that was specifically developed for students with
significant cognitive disabilities.

Test results will be provided in the STAR Student Report for CAPA that will
be sent to your home address. These individual results are confidential and
will be shared only with parents or guardians and the student’s teacher.

The STAR Student Report for CAPA provides valuable information about
your child’s academic achievement. Please plan to keep these reports for
use when talking with the teacher(s) about ways to support your child’s
academic progress.

Contact (insert local contact information) during regular school hours if
you have questions about the STAR Program or the testing schedule.
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